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5 Septembe:r 1968
THC-D-36/4

UNITED STATES INTELLIGENCE BOARE
INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION HANMDLING COMMITITEE

MEMORANDUM FOR: Chaixman, IHC
SUBJECT: Intelligence Subject Code (ISC)

1. In Jenuavy, 1968 CODIB received @ memorandum from (I}'s
Director of Central Reference Service, CRS, imndicating that the
USiB-sponsored Intelligence Subject Code (ISC) was no longer being
used by his orgenization @8s e subjeet index clagsification ' ystem
‘ond CRS was, therefore, discontinuing its maintenance. The DIA
CODIB member proposed, in view of the extensive and contimu ug use
of ISC throughout DoD intelligence components, that future
maintenance of the ISC bhe acecomplished by DIA,

2. The ISC was designed and put into use by CIA in 198.
It was revised in 1960 to meet requirements of the imtellig hce
community and to incorporate changes considered necessary g cer
ten years of experience in its applieation and use. The revised
ISC was re-issued three times incorporating additions and el nges
in codes necessary to keep the codes vesponsive to curremt eeds,
new terminclogy, ete.

3. As esrly as 1957, Air Force Intelligence adopted tl:e CIA
ISC with some modifications for use with itsi docum.3t
stovrage and ¥ ieval system., Subsequently, Hus and ACC
ins¢alled |sy3tem@ and utilized the ISC therein., A 2
gomewhat Lager %iei the Navy employed ISC in econjunetion wiZh

its now defunct system. ISC was subsequently adqnied by
DIA as its basic document storage and retrieval gystem
aegquired from Air Foree. The ISC is also used by DIACU {co..ze icns)
in connection with the Defense Intelligence Requivements Ma ual
DIRM, @and Specific Intelligence Collection Request SICR reg cter,
and AIRES (Automsted Intelligence Report Evaluation System) In
1964, the use of the ISC area code as published was discomi nued

in favor of & modification employing the DoD country Cigrap . code,
however, elose coordination on the subject porition of the 1 C

was continued by CIA and DIA. The ISC is alsc used in DoD
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intelligence camponents in conjunction wwith FMA storage and
retrieval systems installed in DIAXX, and at’ STRICOM, CONAD, 25X1

TAC, USAFE, PACAF, ACIC, FTD, Intelligence

Similar requests continue to be received and serviced quite
frequently°

4. From the THC point of view the ISC represented a
"community” standardization "success" even though its adoption
was limited to CIA, and at various times by Air Force, Navy, and
DIA. Further, the ISC was never adopted 88 an all-encompassing
standard method of reépresenting subjécts and areas of intelligence -
interest by all of the components of any of these agencies.

5. DIA is at present examining its subject coding requirements
and capabilities for the purpose of achieving greater efficiency
through standardization. Imitial inclination in DIA was toward
expanded use of the ISC. However, they are now re-examining and
defining requirements for an intelligence thesaurus which may
provide the basic DIA :system.

6. A number of other agency components in the community are
now inclined toward the expanded use of term indexing (keywords)
rather than subject classes. Previous attempts along this line
have not been without problems which result from semantic and
syntactic ambiguities, the occurrence of logical mismatches,
input/output inconsistencies, etc., all of which are characteristic
of natural language processing.

7. In view of DoD's continuing multi-component use of ISC
and CYA's decision to cease its use and maintenance, it is
recommended that:

a. Maintenaﬁee responsibiiity for the ISC be
assigned to DIA as proposed by them.

b. IHC continue its overall monitorship of the ISC,
and .

¢. If and when DIA determines that it will no longer
use the ISC, the need for further raIntrnegnce be - "
determined by IHC.
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d. Existing stocks of the fourth editions of the ISC
be assigned to the IHC for appropriate disposition.

25X1

e. The:h@t@ tapes and programs for producing the
I8C be vetained by CIA/0CS and the ISC reproduction plates
be retained by CIA/PSH until further motigce from IHC.

25X1

Executive Secretary
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